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From 2016, The Science Academy is starting a series of Annual Lectures by eminent natural and 

social scientists and scholars in humanities. The first lecture will be given by reknowned 

astrophysicist Prof. Dame Jocelyn Bell Burnell, who is best known for discovering pulsars, one 

of the most significant scientific achievements of the twentieth century. These rapidly-spinning 

neutron stars, formed in supernova explosions,  have masses like that of the Sun, within a radius 

of about 10 Km, densities of the order of 100 million tons fitting into a coffee spoon, and 

magnetic fields some trillion times the Earth’s magnetic field. At the time she discovered them, 

Dame Jocelyn was a PhD student in radio astronomy at the University of Cambridge. Named a 

Dame in 200, Jocelyn Bell Burnell has been the President of the Royal Astronomical Society 

(2002-2004), and of the Institute of Physics (2008-2010); she is the President of the Royal 

Society of Edinburgh since 2014. She has been an influential promoter for science education and 

a leader in efforts to raise the participation and status of women in science.  

THE SCIENCE ACADEMY 

Science Academy was established on November 25, 2011 in Istanbul as an independent non-

governmental organization to promote, practice and uphold the principles of scientific merit, 

freedom and integrity.As all such academies across the world, Science Academy is an institution 

which defends the principles of scientific merit, freedom and integrity independently of 

governments’ policies. Like any esteemed academy, we are here to bring together the most 

accomplished scientists of our country within and around the independent Science Academy in 

order to promote and preserve scientific excellence, scientific methods, traditions and procedures, 

as well as scientific freedom and integrity, in brief, to represent and sustain the spirit of science. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1TTCysmOpz331z6knCisPteHJl9xrqAL6Oyybgmkf574/viewform?edit_requested=true

